
April 25, 2017 

 

 

Hello benevolent donor, 

 

My name is Samantha McLean, as I am aware that you may know already. I received an award 

from the Grant's Pass Lion's Club in a very generous amount. I am honored to have been 

selected for this scholarship. I know that may be the generic response that you read when 

providing some college students this scholarship, but I am being serious when I say that I am 

honored. I know that there are many others out there that could have gotten this scholarship, 

and many who probably met the same needs as I did. Though, nonetheless I am grateful and 

appreciative. It means so much to me to have this extra help to go school. 

 

As a child I didn't have much, yet I did not have nothing. For most of my life I grew up with my 

mom and two sisters. My sisters were not the best of examples and my mom tried. She is the 

type of parent that some may look and say to me "you deserved better." Though, my mom was 

my rock when I was little. I looked up to her and it was not until I lost her for three years to 

addiction that it made me realize...yes, I may "deserve" better but I would never want better. My 

mom was good enough for me, she was a "good enough parent" and that's all a child could 

ever ask for. That's all that I could have asked for. 

 

I went through many tough adversities that have made me into the person that I am today. 

Now, I live on my own and pay for all of my needs. Everything from bare necessities to my 

college tuition. I have done so much on my own and never thought that I would be granted a 

scholarship award. I know my life can be seen as tremendously empowering and I can be 

thought of as a great candidate, but I didn't truly understand that until I applied.   

After I graduate from Rogue Community College with my Associates of Arts Degree, I plan to 

transfer to a four year university and major in speech communications with a double minor is 

speech pathology and child psychology. It is my dream to travel and give inspirational 

speeches to adolescents and adults. I want to give back by helping others. There were 

countless times in my life that I wish I had someone like me on the "other side" that could tell me 

that I will get through everything. I want to be that person for others. I want to be someone who 

is looked up to, and not because of my successes but because of the myriad times that I was 

defeated and got back up to finish what I started.  

 

Many people believe that your strengths are from what you are good at. Well, in my opinion 

they are from my failures. A wonderful quote that I abide by is something that Nelson Mandela 

once said, "I never lose. I either win or I learn." It is by learning from your times of "failing" that 

make you stronger, in the heart and in the mind. 

Once again I thank you for this amazing award. I promise that you will not be disappointed with 

decision in choosing me as a recipient. 

 

Take a chance, and save the world, by changing a life.  

 

Warmest regards, 
 

Samantha McLean 

 


